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Programme Notes 

Amesha Spenta incorporates the Zoroastrian story of creation as its narrative framework and is the account of a struggle between the 

Zorastrian deity, Ahura Mazda, and its adversary, Angra Mainyu (the destructive spirit). Angra Mainyu, later referred to as Ahriman, 

is the oldest known portrayal of the devil in a sacred text. The Amesha Spenta are six divinities, each possessing a different divine 

character, created by Ahura Mazda with the intention of protecting the world, and defeating the evil Angra Mainyu. There is a close 

correlation between the dualism of good and evil as portrayed in Zoroastrianism, and the concerto form utilized in the composition: in 

both, we see a struggle for dominance between the various forces present. 

 

This piece is dedicated to my dear teacher and mentor, Evan Chambers. 

 

Instrumentation 

 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets in Bb 

2 Bassoons 

 

2 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in C 

1 Trombone 

1 Bass Trombone 

 

Timpani 

1 Percussion (Snare Drum, Whip, Bass Drum, Sus Cymbal, Tenor Drum) 

 

2 Pianos 

 

1
st
 Violins 

2
nd

 Violins 

Violas 

Violoncellos 

Double Basses 

 

Transposed Score 
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